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BOYERTOWN MUSEUM OF
HISTORIC VEHICLES

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the
Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles as it
celebrates 50 years of educating countless
visitors about the important role Berks County
and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
played in the development of America’s auto-
mobile industry.

Before Detroit became the automobile cap-
ital of the world, Berks County was at the fore-
front of America’s transportation revolution.
Horse-drawn carriages yielded to electric and
gasoline-powered vehicles test driven on the
steep slopes and hairpin curves leading to the
summit of Mt. Penn in Reading and other
roads in the region.

Thanks to the outstanding dedication and
hard work of its staff and volunteers, as well
as the generosity of its members and sup-
porters, the Museum chronicles the ground-
breaking contributions of automobile manufac-
turing pioneers such as Charles Duryea, who
along with his brother, Frank, is credited with
designing and producing the country’s first hill-
climbing, gasoline-powered vehicle and the
first commercially-produced automobile in
1900.

Founded by Paul R. Hafer and his wife, Er-
mine, in 1965, the Museum is home to fas-
cinating exhibits and dozens of automobiles,
trucks, and motorcycles that were manufac-
tured in Pennsylvania. The community will
help the Museum kick off a year-long celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary on Saturday, Jan-
uary 17th during a Golden Gala.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing the Boyertown Museum of
Historic Vehicles as it celebrates this memo-
rable milestone and continues telling the
uniquely American story of how hard work, in-
genuity and craftsmanship helped Berks
County and the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania revolutionize how all of us travel.

———

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE LIFE
OF CONSTANCE KEND EISENSTAT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an extraordinary woman and
cherished constituent, Constance Eisenstat,
who died on December 23, 2014, at the age
of 83. Born in New York City to Lee and
Cecile (Meyer) Kend, Connie spent the first
half of her life as a New Yorker, and then as
a Californian in the Bay Area.

Connie made the world better with all she
did and was. A unique, tasteful, funny, smart,

intuitive, wise and fully decent woman, she
consistently made herself available to help
those who needed her, whether it was ward-
robe guidance, new shopping opportunities, or
exclusives on upcoming sales! Her notable
travel and fine dining tips, favorite recipes, re-
views of movies, art, and theatre were offered
free of charge, and everyone trusted Connie’s
judgment and good taste. But most impor-
tantly, Connie was truly at her best when
coaching others through their ilinesses, their
difficult personal times or their life’s chal-
lenges. Connie was a courageous woman.
She inspired others through her inner strength,
fighting off her own illnesses countless times,
yet never allowing them to get her down.

Inspired by a program established at Sloan
Kettering Hospital in New York, Connie and a
friend launched the Patient to Patient Program
at Stanford Hospital. They and their group of
carefully trained volunteers paid visits to pa-
tients who had undergone breast cancer sur-
geries. Introducing themselves as breast can-
cer survivors, they offered information and
support services to hospital patients with
gentleness and sensitivity. When the Commu-
nity Breast Health Project (CBHP) was created
in 1993, Connie once again offered her serv-
ices to help launch this valued community
non-profit organization. For many years she
served as a committed volunteer and fund-
raiser, and together with a group of like-mind-
ed individuals, she sustained and strength-
ened this premier community organization
(now Bay Area Cancer Connections) that sup-
ports people touched by breast and ovarian
cancer with comprehensive, personalized
services in an atmosphere of warmth and
compassion.

Connie was a devoted wife, mother, grand
mom, friend, and community leader. Her loy-
alty, style, energy, creativity, humor, deter-
mination and bravery are all hallmarks of who
she was and made her unforgettable. She was
an entrepreneur before the word was popular-
ized . . . the owner of a tennis shop, Connie’s
Racquet, and a food business, Ultomato. She
also brought her enduring sense of beauty to
the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University
as a member of the Board.

Connie leaves her beloved husband of 55
years, Albert (Pepsi), her children Melissa
(Jonathan) and Michael (Susanne) and her
beloved four grandsons, Mitch, Johnny, Ben
and Tommy. Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring and celebrating the life of Connie
Eisenstat. In the words of Vincent Van Gogh:

“Close friends are truly life’'s treasures.
Sometimes they know us better than we know
ourselves.

With gentle honesty, they are there to guide
and support us, to share our laughter and our
tears.

Their presence reminds us that we are
never really alone”.

This beloved and unique woman strength-
ened her family, her friends, her community
and her country. May our tribute to her be a
source of pride and comfort to the entire
Eisenstat family.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND
RETIREMENT OF WILLIAM L.
BERG

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the career and retirement of William L. Berg.
Mr. Berg, a lifelong resident of Wisconsin, is
retiring from his position as president and
CEO of Dairyland Power Cooperative. During
his career, Mr. Berg oversaw a series of major
transitions in the electric utility industry. He
handled these ftransitions with confidence,
leaving Dairyland better for his service. Mr.
Berg’s tenure at Dairyland was the longest of
any CEO of a generation and transmission co-
operative in the United States.

Mr. Berg graduated from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison with a Bachelor's and
Master's Degrees in Electrical Engineering in
1971 and 1972, respectively. From 1972 to
1974, Mr. Berg was employed by the Wis-
consin Electric Power Company as an engi-
neer. Bill was hired by Dairyland in 1974, and
assumed the duties of president and chief ex-
ecutive officer in 1990, just as the electric re-
structuring movement began. His leadership
helped to guide Dairyland through the rapid
changes associated with this period of restruc-
turing and deregulation.

Mr. Berg spent his career championing the
values underpinning the cooperative business
model. He believed that the strength of a co-
operative comes from its members. His pri-
mary concern was always the interests of the
cooperative’s members, and by remaining fo-
cused on their fundamental importance, he
was able to achieve great success as the
leader of the cooperative.

Mr. Berg is a registered Professional Engi-
neer in the State of Wisconsin and a member
of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic En-
gineers. He spends his time serving on a vari-
ety of boards and committees, including the
Board of Advisors of Viterbo University and its
Executive Committee. He also serves on the
Rail Energy Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee of the Surface Transportation Board of
the U.S. Department of Transportation and is
a member of National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s Environmental Task Force.
Mr. Berg is a past-president and current board
member of the National Renewables Coopera-
tive Organization. He is also a past-president
of the National G&T Managers’ Association
and has served on the Board of Directors of
the Electric Power Research Institute.

Bill and his wife, Cindi, live in La Crosse
where they plan to remain active in their
church and in other community activities after
Bill's retirement. Together they have two chil-
dren, Michael and Sarah, as well as five
grandchildren. Bill and Cindi are keen trav-
elers, enjoying hiking experiences across the
continents. | wish Bill and Cindi all the best in
the years to come.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call votes 17—-19.

Had | been present, | would have voted yes
on #17, yes on #18, no on #19.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN
PITSTICK

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize John Pitstick who is retiring as the
Director of Planning and Development from
the City of North Richland Hills.

As Director, Mr. Pitstick was responsible for
all of the city’s development activities, includ-
ing planning and zoning as well as direction of
building inspections. These responsibilities for
comprehensive planning, strategic develop-
ment and redevelopment included revitaliza-
tion of Boulevard 26, expansion of Loop 820,
future commuter rail station planning and gas
well regulations.

Under his leadership, the City of North Rich-
land Hills was presented with the “Certificate
of Achievement for Planning Excellence” by
the Texas Chapter of the American Planning
Association. The annual award recognizes “a
commitment to professional planning by City
Administration, Elected and Appointed Officials
and exemplary professional standards dem-
onstrated by the Planning Staff.”

Mr. Pitstick is a graduate of the University of
Texas at Arlington with a Bachelor's Degree in
Communications and a Master's in Urban Af-
fairs. With a career spanning over 30 years of
service, his retirement from North Richland
Hills was preceded by his service in key posi-
tions with the cities of Hurst, Wylie, Arlington,
Lancaster and Irving.

| am honored to represent Mr. Pitstick and
the City of North Richland Hills in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and | gladly join
the City and the appreciative citizens of the
26th Congressional District and across North
Texas whom he has dutifully served through-
out his career.

RECOGNIZING MR. BILL MISCHKE

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise be-
fore you today to recognize Bill Mischke, a
dedicated Scouter, mentor to countless youth
and one of my first merit badge counselors.
As the director for Camp Ockanickon, Bill en-
sured each Boy Scout troop had a fulfilling ex-
perience at the camp fires, the mess hall was
well stocked and each counselor was pre-
pared for the rigors the summer would bring.
Additionally, he oversaw the implementation of
the GE Betz Science Center, the first such
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center in the United States which provides an
opportunity for scouts to earn STEM based
merit badges. After a successful career with
the Bucks County Council, Bill has moved on
to spend more time with his family but has
continued to impact the lives of our future
leaders as the Director of Program Experience
with the DelMarVa Council. | want to congratu-
late him on a successful life committed to the
tenants of the Scout Oath and Law and wish
him happiness in all his future endeavors. |
yield back.

HONORING PETRA C. KAATZ
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Petra C. Kaatz, the National Presi-
dent of the Jewish War Veterans Department
of Florida Ladies Auxiliary. Her diligence on
behalf of our men and women in uniform is a
testament to her dedication to our country,
and she rightfully deserves our recognition
and admiration.

Petra Kaatz started a long and fulfilling ca-
reer as a member of the Long Island Civil Air
Patrol, where she became a flight nurse and
ran a stewardess training program for female
cadets. At the age of 22, she became the
head nurse of a medical surgical unit and later
served as PTA President at United Cerebral
Palsy of Queens and Children’s Rehabilitation
Center. She became President of the Queens
Hospital Center Community Advisory Board
and served as a representative for the United
Nations Year of the Disabled. She also estab-
lished and ran a Cub Scout pack for disabled
children at the Henry Viscardi School in Al-
bertson, New York and was editor of the PTA
newsletter.

Petra joined the Jewish War Veterans of the
United States of America Ladies Auxiliary in
1994 and has been an active member ever
since. Before becoming National President of
the JWVA, she served as Queens County
President, Department of New York President,
and the chairman of various auxiliary, county,
and department JWVA committees. She is a
member of the Advisory Board of the national
JWVA and life-member of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Representing a district home to veterans of
every major conflict since World War Il, | know
very well the sacrifices that our military fami-
lies have made for our country. Petra Kaatz’'s
commitment to honor our military and their
families should serve as an inspiration for us
all, and | have no doubt she will continue to
inspire South Floridians to live by her exam-
ple.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote
No. 24, on agreeing to amendment number
two to H.R. 185 by Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
| was unavoidably detained and unable to cast
my votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no”.
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 240) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes:

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Chair, when it comes
to protecting our homeland, it is incumbent on
all of us—Democrats and Republicans—to put
politics aside and work together. Yet, the exer-
cise we are going through today risks not
funding the Department of Homeland Security.

We know that elements of this bill blocking
the President’s immigration reforms will not
become law. Republican Senators are already
expressing their skepticism about this ap-
proach. And, the President would veto this bill
if it passed Congress with these provisions.
So as the clock ticks down on funding for our
homeland security agencies, why are we wast-
ing time on this debate?

Sadly, the answer is that the majority party
is catering to its extreme wing—anti-immi-
grant, tea party Republicans who are obses-
sively focused on blocking the President.

Mr. Chair, let's be clear—the President
acted when this House did not. Last Con-
gress, the Senate passed legislation to fix our
broken immigration laws. However, this body
dawdled, delayed and ultimately did nothing.
Finally, the President was forced to move for-
ward alone. He took sensible steps—backed
by legal precedent and well within his author-
ity—that will resolve some of the worst flaws
in our broken immigration system.

Now, House Republicans are saying that
unless they can block the President and pun-
ish immigrants, they will jeopardize funding for
the Secret Service, for the Coast Guard and
the TSA. At a time when the world is reeling
from horrific terrorist attacks in Paris, how can
my colleagues play politics with funding for
these agencies? This is cynical politics at its
worst—and we must reject it.

PASTOR DAN Q. CARR

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | stand today
to honor Pastor Dan Q. Carr of South Mis-
sissippi’s Fourth Congressional District, on the
occasion of the pastor's 30th anniversary of
ministry at Faith Baptist Church of Gulfport.

Born in 1962, Pastor Carr found himself
called to preach at a young age. He surren-
dered to that call on January 17, 1985, and
became pastor of Faith Baptist Church on that
same day. On Sunday, January 18, 2015, his
flock of family and friends will join together to
honor Pastor Carr's 30 years of faithful stew-
ardship.

On that fateful day in 1985, Faith Baptist
Church began with nine dedicated members
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and since has grown to a congregation of over
one thousand.

That type of growth, along with a steadfast
pastor like Dan Carr, has allowed Faith Baptist
Church to become a community leader of faith
ministry and outreach. In the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005, Faith Baptist opened
its doors as a relief station where thousands
of Gulf Coast survivors found comfort, hope,
and needed supplies in those troubled and un-
certain times.

Pastor Carr is married to his lovely wife
Mickey, and together they share nine children
and eleven grandchildren. Mississippi, Gulf-
port, and the Fourth Congressional District are
blessed by the continued ministry of Pastor
Dan Carr.

| congratulate Pastor Dan Carr on his 30th
anniversary and wish the Faith Baptist Church
family continued growth and success in min-
istry for many more years to come.

TRIBUTE TO MR. DAN FAGER
HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to pay tribute to Mr. Dan Fager on his re-
tirement with thirty-five years of service with
Chevron Corporation.

Dan was born and raised in Topeka, Kan-
sas, and he graduated from Topeka West
High School in 1970. After high school he at-
tended the University of Kansas for two years.
He then transferred to Michigan State Univer-
sity and graduated in 1974 with a degree in
Criminal Justice. Dan was a police officer in
Baltimore, Maryland for one year before head-
ing back to the University of Kansas Law
School, where he obtained a Juris Doctor de-
gree in 1977. Dan lived in Denver right after
law school where he worked as a law clerk for
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Dan Fager began his career with Chevron in
September of 1980 as a Land Representative
in the Denver office. In 1985, he became Dis-
trict Supervisor for Land. Dan then moved to
Washington, DC as the Upstream Representa-
tive in 1988 on a “temporary” assignment.
That temporary assignment soon morphed into
his permanent placement.

Fager quickly became a highly respected
and effective lobbyist in Washington, DC es-
tablishing Chevron as a go-to company on
Capitol Hill. His word was his bond and his
fact-based approach and commitment to integ-
rity made him indispensable to Chevron and
the people in Washington with whom he
worked.

His accomplishments are numerous, includ-
ing the Unocal acquisition for Chevron, first
preserving Chevron’s right to operate in
Burma and then later helping to lift the sanc-
tions that allowed the U.S. to normalize the
commercial relationship. He also played a key
role ensuring that U.S. tax policy encouraged
U.S. investment in oil and gas.

As the head of Chevron’s federal affairs
team, Dan managed a staff of four. While his
tendency to play the “devil’s advocate” could
sometimes frustrate the team, they agree that
his challenges helped them sharpen their lob-
bying skills.

Anyone who knows Dan will describe him
as a true gentleman with a bi-partisan spirit.
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He is well respected for both his knowledge
on issues and his calm and kind demeanor.
He is a consummate professional, with a
warm sense of humor and strong work ethic.
| am proud to call him a personal friend.

| congratulate Dan on his retirement and
thank him for his diligent service to the energy
industry. | wish him all the best that retirement
has to offer.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is 18,086,946,763,085.79. We've
added $7,460,069,714,172.71 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————————

HONORING ALITHER MAE
STEPHENS

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Alither Mae Stephens of
Copperas Cove, Texas as she celebrates her
100th birthday on January 15, 2015. Even with
a century of living behind her, she remains a
vibrant part of her growing central Texas com-
munity.

Born in Cassatt, South Carolina, Alither kept
her southern heritage alive when she moved
to Copperas Cove. Devoted to family, Alither
and her beloved Edward had one daughter,
eight grandchildren, and numerous great-
grandchildren. She knows the keys to a long
life are eating healthy, staying positive, and re-
maining active. Alither continues to cook for
herself and church, bowling, and civic duties
help fill her days.

In her century of living, Alither withessed her
nation’s brave soldiers defend freedom on for-
eign shores, watched a humble midwesterner
take mankind’s first steps on another world,
and marveled at technological advances be-
yond any of her dreams. She listened to the
soaring words of a southern minister as he
worked to bring equality to all Americans and
she saw people of all races, creeds, and back-
grounds join together to make our nation a
beacon of hope and freedom. Alither saw how
America has been defined by extraordinary
men and women who fought for a country
brave enough to confront its past imperfec-
tions and hopeful enough to embrace a better
tomorrow.

The City of Copperas Cove, Texas pro-
claimed January 15, 2015 as Alither Mae Ste-
phens Day, a fitting tribute to an amazing lady
who has lived a long life, blessing all she has
come into contact with along the way. | join
her family and friends in celebrating Alither as
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we wish her the happiest of birthdays and
nothing but health and prosperity in the years
ahead.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call No. 19
on Monday, January 12th, 2015, my son un-
derwent emergency surgery for appendicitis.
For that reason, | was unable to travel to
Washington, DC, in time for floor votes. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. LORI A.
WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT OF THE
LACKAWANNA COUNTY MEDICAL
SOCIETY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Dr. Lori A. Williams, who will
be honored as the 137th President of the
Lackawanna County Medical Society during its
Annual Presidential Reception on Saturday,
January 24. Dr. Wiliams has brought her
training and education to the task of providing
and improving health care in Eynon, Lacka-
wanna County, and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Williams is an alumnus of the University
of Scranton and Hahneman Medical School.
She completed her internship and residency at
MacDill AFB in Biloxi, Mississippi. Dr. Williams
is board certified in internal medicine. She
served three years as a staff internist at
MacDill AFB in Tampa, Florida. After serving
as a major in the Air Force, Dr. Williams re-
turned home to northeast Pennsylvania.

Upon returning to Eynon, Dr. Williams set
up a private practice where she has been a
driving force in the Lackawanna medical com-
munity. Throughout her career, Dr. Williams
has provided exceptional medical care and
served as a leader in her field. An outspoken
advocate for fellow physicians, she has served
on the House of Delegates of the Pennsyl-
vania Medical Society. Dr. Williams has also
served as the Society’s chief spokesperson on
patient rights and quality of care issues.

It is a great honor to recognize Dr. Lori Wil-
liams for her work in the medical field. | am
grateful for her leadership and advocacy in the
Lackawanna medical community. May she
continue to achieve excellence in providing
care to the citizens of the great Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING
THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES THAT THE
CITIZENS’ STAMP ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, AS AN ENTITY OF
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL
SERVICE, SHOULD ISSUE A COM-
MEMORATIVE STAMP IN HONOR
OF THE HOLIDAY OF DIWALI

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to introduce the
House Resolution Expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee, as an entity of the
United States Postal Service, should issue a
commemorative stamp in honor of the holiday
of Diwali. | am proud to be joined in this effort
by my colleagues Congresswoman TuULSI
GABBARD, Congressman MIKE HONDA, Con-
gresswoman GRACE MENG, and Congressman
AMI BERA.

The five-day “festival of lights,” Diwali cele-
brates the triumph of good over evil, light over
dark, and knowledge over ignorance. This fes-
tive and important Indian holiday is celebrated
by billions across the globe. Despite the sig-
nificance of this holiday to many Americans,
the United States Postal Service has not yet
recognized Diwali with a commemorative
stamp, as it has with other major religious and
cultural holidays such as Christmas, Kwanzaa,
Hanukkah, and Eid.

As one of the world’s oldest religious holi-
days, Diwali has survived political, economic
and social changes throughout history, while
always carrying the universal symbolism of the
victory of light, goodness, knowledge and
truth. It is long overdue that we honor this sig-
nificant holiday with a postage stamp of its
own.

——————

HONORING CHIEF RICHARD
MELTON

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Napa Police Department
(NPD) Chief Richard Melton upon his retire-
ment. Capping off a long and impressive ca-
reer in law enforcement, Chief Melton devoted
the last ten years to serving and protecting our
community as Chief of Police.

Before coming to Napa, Chief Melton was
the Chief of Police for both Farmington and
Los Alamos, New Mexico Police Departments.
Upon assuming the position of Chief of Police
in Napa in 2004, Chief Melton immediately
began improving the NPD’s relationship with
the community as well as both the level of
professionalism and education within the NPD.

Chief Melton made it a priority for the NPD
to forge a better working relationship with
members of the homeless population in our
community. As a result, the number of calls in-
volving homeless persons decreased by 50
percent and the number of homeless persons
arrested dropped by 50 percent. Chief Melton
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also worked to improve the NPD’s interactions
with those in our community who suffer from
mental health issues by bringing a part-time
Napa County Mental Health Worker to the
NPD. As Chief, Richard Melton recognized the
importance of compassion, efficiency and pro-
fessionalism when working with all members
of our community.

Chief Melton made significant progress in
raising the level of education within the NPD.
He always encouraged and supported his em-
ployees to take advantage of training and edu-
cational opportunities. He also raised the level
of formal education for employees at the
supervisorial and managerial levels. Chief
Melton made a concerted effort to increase
the level of professionalism within the NPD
during his tenure, while still remaining ap-
proachable and receptive to his employees.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Melton’s career is noth-
ing short of impressive. On behalf of a grateful
community, | wish him a most enjoyable retire-
ment.

————

IN HONOR OF TASSOS
EFSTRATIADES, ESQ.

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Tassos Efstratiades, Esq. of Cherry
Hill, New Jersey for his achievements, con-
tributions, and service to the people of New
Jersey and its Hellenic community.

Born in Athens, Greece, Mr. Efstratiades’
life has been an inspiration to the citizens of
South Jersey. After coming to the United
States, he graduated from Villanova University
with a law degree and a Master's degree in
International Relations. Over his more than
three decades practicing law, Mr. Efstratiades
has published numerous law articles and now
serves as the co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s Banking Committee.

Mr. Efstratiades also served the people of
New Jersey in a number of civic posts. He
was a close advisor to Governor James Florio,
served as a board member of the New Jersey
Economic Development Authority, and as
chairman of the Governor's Commission on
International Trade among several other posi-
tions. Currently, he is serving as a member of
the New Jersey Health Care Administration
Board.

Mr. Efstratiades is a pillar of New Jersey’s
Hellenic community. He was one of the found-
ers of the Greek American Chamber of Com-
merce of New Jersey, and served not only as
the first chairman of its board, but later as its
president as well. He was instrumental in the
the creation of the Hellenic Federation of New
Jersey and, after being elected its first presi-
dent, he worked tirelessly to promote the inter-
ests of the Greek Orthodox Church and the
Hellenic community in New Jersey. In recogni-
tion of his efforts, Mr. Efstratiades was made
an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I.

Mr. Speaker, Tassos Efstratiades, Esq. is a
great man who exemplifies the American spir-
it. | join the Hellenic Federation and all of New
Jersey in honoring the achievements of this
exceptional man.
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HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 17
on Monday, January 12th, 2015, my son un-
derwent emergency surgery for appendicitis.
For that reason, | was unable to travel to
Washington, DC, in time for floor votes. Had
| been present, | would have voted “Yea.”

————

TRIBUTE TO FIRE CHIEF MATT
SHOBERT

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
commitment and contributions to the City of
Murrieta, California are exceptional. Murrieta
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated community leaders who willingly and un-
selfishly give their time and talent and make
their communities a better place to live and
work. Murrieta Fire Chief, Matt Shobert, is one
of these individuals. On Tuesday, January 20,
2015, Matt Shobert will be honored for his de-
voted and valiant service to the people of
Murrieta.

Matt began his firefighting career in Tucson,
Arizona, actively working his way to leading
the fire department in Sedona, Arizona. He
then brought his talent and leadership to the
Hemet Fire Department, in which he served as
Fire Chief for three years. Matt was then ap-
pointed as Murrieta’s Fire Chief in March of
2011 in which he enthusiastically served the
community for nearly four years.

Chief Shobert holds a Master Degree in Or-
ganizational Management, a Bachelor's De-
gree in Business Management and an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Fire Science. In addition, Matt
also graduated from the National Fire Acad-
emy’s Executive Fire Officers’ Program, has
been accredited three times as a Chief Fire
Officer Designee by the Center for Public
Safety Excellence and has also been awarded
membership into the Institution of Fire Engi-
neers.

Chief Matt Shobert is retiring after incurring
a devastating injury while doing what he en-
joyed most, keeping the people of Murrieta
safe. Throughout his tenure, Fire Chief Matt
Shobert continued the distinguished history of
the Murrieta Fire Department, working daily to
improve the partnership held with the commu-
nity and by enhancing the strong sense of ca-
maraderie amongst the firefighters in his de-
partment.

Fire Chief Matt Shobert has been an excel-
lent public servant who has consistently pro-
vided for the safety and well-being of the com-
munity of Murrieta. His legacy will serve as a
shining example and constant reminder of
what it means to be a public servant and | am
proud to call Matt a fellow community mem-
ber, American and friend. | know that many
are grateful for his service and salute him in
his retirement.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK POCAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 12,
2015 | missed recorded votes #17-19 due to
travel delays.

| would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were present for these votes.

On Roll Call #17, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 203).

On Roll Call #18, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 33).

On Roll Call #19, | would have voted YEA
(Approval of the Journal).

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LAREDO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate a momentous occasion: the 100th
anniversary of the Laredo Chamber of Com-
merce. For one century, this organization has
been an instrumental and encouraging part of
our community that wishes to see our city con-
tinue to grow and move forward.

The Laredo Chamber of Commerce was
founded in April of 1915 in Laredo, Texas. It
is the largest and oldest business organization
in Laredo, representing over 650 members
from numerous industries, including financial
institutions, retailers, and service providers. It
is a voluntary, not-for-profit association that in-
spires development in business and tourism,
and is a voice for the local business commu-
nity. The Chamber is also a member of other
associations such as the American Chamber
of Commerce, the Texas Association of Mexi-
can American Chambers of Commerce, and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

It is in the Laredo Chamber of Commerce’s
mission statement that it is their duty to be
proactive in order to further the success of the
Laredo area while also strengthening the ad-
vancement of development in areas such as
infrastructure and resources. In addition, the
Chamber provides various workshops for com-
munity members, such as seminars, trainings,
and informative customer service sessions.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the Laredo Chamber of
Commerce for their hard work and endless ef-
fort in improving our community these past
100 years. | thank you for this time.

HONORING DEBORAH MAYER

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, as the Chairman of
the Committee on Ethics, and along with my
colleague, LINDA SANCHEZ, the Ranking Mem-
ber, | rise today to congratulate our departing
Director of Investigations, Deborah Mayer, on
her new position as staff director for the Sen-
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ate Ethics Committee, and to thank her for her
service to the House. Her new position con-
tinues a career dedicated to public service,
which includes not only her work for the
House, but also her prior work as a prosecutor
with the Justice Department, and her 16-years
of service in the JAG Corps of the United
States Navy and Naval Reserves. Her dedica-
tion to public service, as well as her keen
legal mind, will serve the Senate well, as they
have served this body for the last several
years. Their gain is our loss, and we thank her
deeply for her service to this House.
——

HONORING DEBORAH MAYER
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to thank Deborah Mayer for
her service to the Committee on Ethics as its
Director of Investigations. Since 2011, Ms.
Mayer has lent her experience as a skilled
lawyer and manager to the Committee’s im-
portant work of enforcing the House ethics
rules. She managed a team of attorneys and
investigators that successfully handled a busy
docket of investigations.

During that time, she provided wise counsel
to the Committee Members, guiding us
through complicated issues and difficult
choices. She instilled in her team a strong
sense of the value of public service and a
dedication to finding the truth, with fairness
and impartiality. Deb’s entire career has been
dedicated to public service—as a paramedic,
in uniform, and as an attorney.

Although she is leaving the House, she will
continue her impressive record of public serv-
ice as staff director for the Senate Ethics
Committee. As she begins her new role, we
pause to note that we will miss her leadership
and her talents, but we know she will remain
our friend. Congratulations, Deb, and good
luck.

SHARON MENDOZA DOUGHTY
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Sharon Mendoza Doughty, who
passed away on November 19, 2014 following
a long battle with cancer. A pioneering ranch-
er, conservationist, teacher, winemaker and a
natural leader, Ms. Doughty was a positive
force within the local community.

Sharon Doughty grew up on her parents’
historic B Ranch on the Point Reyes Penin-
sula. After the passing of her second husband,
Bill Bianchini Jr., in the early 1980s, she took
over the daily operations of their 800-acre
dairy. Transitioning from a career as an ac-
countant and teacher, Sharon Doughty be-
came a full-time rancher with the help of her
close family and friends.

Through her comprehensive knowledge of
the dairy trade, Ms. Doughty became a natural
leader within the North Bay dairy community
and leaves behind a long legacy of positive
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impacts. The depth of her commitment to
Marin County agriculture united fellow ranch-
ers and helped to propel their products into
national markets. A dedicated advocate for the
preservation of local agricultural lands, Ms.
Doughty served two terms as the president of
the Marin Agricultural Land Trust and one
term as a member of the California Coastal
Commission. She selflessly devoted her time
and expertise to the Marconi Conference Cen-
ter in Marshall and 4-H. Among her many hon-
ors, in 2007, Ms. Doughty was named the
“Woman of the Year” for California’s 6th As-
sembly District for her exceptional community
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, Sharon Doughty’s life teaches
us that one woman can make a substantial
difference. Her efforts will not soon be forgot-
ten as much of her legacy lives on all around
us in Marin County and beyond. It is therefore
appropriate that we pay tribute to her today
and express our deepest condolences to her
husband Steve; daughters Kathleen von
Raesfeld and Karen Taylor; brothers Joseph
Mendoza Jr. and James Mendoza; grand-
children Audrey and Nina von Raesfeld,
Camilla, William Joseph, and Eva Taylor; and
nephew Will Clark.

STOPPING OBAMA’S AMNESTY
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, America is a
nation of immigrants. Since the earliest days
of our nation, countless generations have
come from around the world to build a better
life here for themselves, their children and
their families.

But we are also a nation built on the rule of
law, and those who enter our country illegally
disregard those laws.

lllegal immigration is an injustice to every
single person who followed the proper proce-
dure when they came to the United States,
and in an age of international terrorism and
global pandemics, it presents a serious na-
tional security risk.

What we don’t need right now is amnesty.
Instead, we need strict border security and the
proper enforcement of the laws we already
have on the books.

Unfortunately, our president does not feel
the same way.

Upon discovering he could not get support
from Congress, he decided to circumvent the
legislative branch through executive action
and grant amnesty to millions of illegal immi-
grants.

He disregarded both the will of the Amer-
ican people and the separation of powers that
our founding fathers laid out for our govern-
ment.

By ignoring the core parts of our democ-
racy, President Obama has shamefully over-
stepped his Constitutional authority.

A nation is nothing without total control over
the sovereignty of its borders, and this execu-
tive action has only made the situation worse
by offering a powerful incentive for more peo-
ple to enter illegally.

Make no mistake: | am and always will be
100 percent opposed to blanket amnesty for il-
legal immigrants.
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In the last election, the American people
sent a message and elected Republicans to a
majority in both the House and Senate.

Congress is now in a much stronger posi-
tion to prevent this amnesty from being put in
place, and we are working hard for the people
to stop it.

That is why | am proud to stand here today
with my colleagues to put a halt to this out-
rageous example of executive overreach, and
to tell this president that he is not above the
law.

———————

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PUEBLO GARDENS
NEIGHBORHOOD DR. MARTIN LU-
THER KING, JR. BREAKFAST

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | wish to rec-
ognize the Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood As-
sociation’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Break-
fast on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary
this Saturday, January 17, 2015.

This breakfast tradition was established in
Tucson in 1990 by community activists John
McNair and Edwina Gomez along with others
to honor the great civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. They are working to keep his
dream of fair and equitable treatment alive by
fundraising for at-risk neighborhood youth to
help them achieve their own dreams. In turn,
youth are asked to perform community service
projects that benefit the city of Tucson. In
1997, long-time community activist, James E.
Christopher became Chairman of the program.
As Chairman for the past eighteen years, the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast has in-
creased in attendance from thirteen people in
its first breakfast to an average of one hun-
dred and seventy-five in current years.

Pueblo Gardens’ Martin Luther King, Jr.
Breakfast has the distinguished honor of being
the sole neighborhood in Tucson to attract
city, county, state, and federal dignitaries,
along with radio, television and newspaper
coverage for an event of its kind.

Dr. King’s dream has started to come to
light with the election of an African-American
president, Latina woman sworn into the Su-
preme Court, the acknowledgement of gay
members in the military, and so forth. The
Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast funding has
enabled many youth to graduate from high
school and continue on to receive post-sec-
ondary education certificates and degrees.
Many of these youth have become part of the
Tucson workforce and are valuable assets to
the community.

Finally, I must acknowledge the cast of
dedicated volunteer board members who work
diligently to fundraise and continue the break-
fast tradition while working through the Pueblo
Garden Neighborhood Association, a des-
ignated 501(c)(3) organization.

Congratulations and best wishes to the
Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood Association in
Tucson as we join them to celebrate on Janu-
ary 17, 2015, for its 25th Anniversary of their
Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast. | thank the
Pueblo Gardens MLK Breakfast Committee for
their steadfast determination to keep Dr.
King’s dream alive while helping youth achieve
their goals.
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND
ACHIEVEMENT OF MAJOR WIL-
LIAM BRURING

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor
of the career of Major William E. Bruring.
Major Bruring began his career with the Civil
Air Patrol as a high school student in Decem-
ber of 1941. He joined the organization right
after the Pearl Harbor attacks, when his men-
tor, Roy E. Kumm, began Civil Air Patrol orga-
nizational meetings in the 32nd Red Arrow
Wisconsin U.S. Army Division. Major Bruring
was just 18 years old when he joined.

In Wisconsin, the Civil Air Patrol served
many purposes. They towed aerial targets for
student pilots, performed pre-flight training and
handled other home front duties, such as war
drives, collecting supplies and assembling
medical kits to be deployed overseas to Amer-
ican troops in need of relief. Major Bruring
also served as a paratrooper in the Army dur-
ing World War I, volunteering for service
when he graduated high school in 1943, and
served in the Navy during the Korean War.
When he returned home, he continued to
serve in the Civil Air Patrol, and continues to
serve in the organization today. Every Memo-
rial Day, Major Bruring helps to coordinate
ceremonies honoring America’s veterans.

On December 10th, 2014, Major Bruring
was honored with the Congressional Gold
Medal, the highest distinction awarded to civil-
ians in the United States, for his dedication
and service in the Civilian Air Patrol during
World War Il. He is but one example of the
brave men and women of Wisconsin who
serve their country.

It is with great pleasure that | extend these
words of congratulations, as well as words of
sincere appreciation, for all that Major Bruring
has done for western and central Wisconsin.
His service, both as a civilian in the Civil Air
Patrol and as a soldier in World War Il and
Korea, are worthy of the highest praise, and
he is certainly deserving of the Congressional
Gold Medal. | wish him the best of luck in the
years to come.

TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY HO

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. Anthony Chung-Yi Ho. Mr. Ho
has served with distinction as Deputy Director
of the Congressional Liaison Division of the
Taiwan Economic and Cultural Representative
Office. His leadership and expertise have
been invaluable in working with me and my
staff and many other congressional offices on
Capitol Hill. | want to congratulate him for
moving back to his home country of Taiwan,
and thank him for his many years of service.

Mr. Ho has worked closely with my staff for
many years on many matters related to U.S.-
Taiwan relations. Thanks in large part to his
efforts, my staff and | have engaged many
times on matters important to Taiwanese-
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American interests and our shared values of
democracy, freedom and human rights.

In addition, over the years the State of
Idaho has maintained a fruitful relationship
with the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Under Mr. Ho’s guidance, our office has cul-
tivated a valuable relationship with the Taiwan
Foreign Ministry, which has benefited both
Idaho and Taiwan greatly.

Taiwan is one of ldaho’s top trading part-
ners, and many sectors of the Idaho economy
benefit from the strong ties between the U.S.
and Taiwan. Mr. Ho has fully dedicated him-
self to strengthening this relationship, and my
constituents and | are very grateful for his ef-
forts in this regard.

| commend Anthony Ho for his dedication to
the enduring friendship and respect between
the U.S. and Taiwan. It has been an honor
and a pleasure to work with him, and we will
greatly miss him when he leaves Washington,
D.C. | join many of my colleagues and their
staffs in recognizing the devotion of Mr. An-
thony Chung-Yi Ho and for his exceptional
service and immense contributions to strength-
ening relations between Taiwan and the
United States.

——————

HONORING TONY PADILLA

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the
life of Tony Padilla, a community icon, loving
father and proud New Mexican.

Tony was a lifelong resident of Los Padillas,
a community he cherished in the South Valley
of Bernalillo County. Tony never forgot his
roots; he lived them every day of his life. He
had a fiery passion, deep conviction and
heartfelt desire to improve the lives of his
friends and neighbors.

Many vividly recall his many years at the
Bernalillo County Fire Commission where he
could be found marking the scene of a fire
and training young firefighters on necessary
skills they would need on the job. He always
had a presence in the community; whether it
was helping families grieve the tragic loss of
a loved one, supporting the Rio Grande High
School baseball team and Los Padillas Com-
munity Center, or standing up for his fellow
South Valley residents.

A piece of Tony will live on forever in all of
us; that characteristic “Hey neighbor” from
across the yard followed by a vibrant smile,
those routine visits to the Post Office for a
brisk and engaging conversation, the fun and
laughter at the church Fiesta, the insightful life
lessons and the endless love he had for ev-
eryone he met.

Tony demonstrates the impact that one indi-
vidual can have on an entire community and
serves as an inspiration for future generations
of New Mexicans. His warmth, dedication and
selflessness were felt by all. My thoughts and
prayers are with family, friends and everyone
who experienced Tony’s generosity and com-
passion. May the memory of Tony live on in
our hearts.
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29TH ANNIVERSARY OF REV. DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLI-
DAY

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, this year,
the nation observes for the 29th time the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Holiday.

Each year this day is set aside for Ameri-
cans to celebrate the life and legacy of a man
who brought hope and healing to America.

The Martin Luther King Holiday reminds us
that nothing is impossible when we are guided
by the better angels of our nature.

Dr. King’s inspiring words filled a great void
in our nation, and answered our collective
longing to become a country that truly lived by
its noblest principles.

Yet, Dr. King knew that it was not enough
just to talk the talk; he had to walk the walk
for his words to be credible.

And so we commemorate on this holiday
the man of action, who put his life on the line
for freedom and justice every day.

We honor the courage of a man who en-
dured harassment, threats and beatings, and
even bombings.

We commemorate the man who went to jail
29 times to achieve freedom for others, and
who knew he would pay the ultimate price for
his leadership, but kept on marching and pro-
testing and organizing anyway.

Dr. King once said that we all have to de-
cide whether we “will walk in the light of cre-
ative altruism or the darkness of destructive
selfishness.

“Life’s most persistent and nagging ques-
tion,” he said, is “what are you doing for oth-
ers?”

And when Dr. King talked about the end of
his mortal life in one of his last sermons, on
February 4, 1968 in the pulpit of Ebenezer
Baptist Church, even then he lifted up the
value of service as the hallmark of a full life:

I'd like somebody to mention on that day
Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to give his life
serving others, he said. I want you to say on
that day, that I did try in my life . . . to love
and serve humanity.

We should also remember that the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was, above all, a per-
son who was always willing to speak truth to
power. There is perhaps no better example of
Dr. King’s moral integrity and consistency than
his criticism of the Vietnam War being waged
by the Johnson Administration, an administra-
tion that was otherwise a friend and champion
of civil and human rights.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta,
Georgia on January 15, 1929.

Martin’s youth was spent in our country’s
Deep South, then run by Jim Crow and the
Klu Klux Klan.

For young African-Americans, it was an en-
vironment even more dangerous than the one
they face today.

A young Martin managed to find a dream,
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just
about any other book he could get his hands
on.

And not only did those books help him edu-
cate himself, but they also allowed him to
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
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periences of blatant discrimination, and the
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his
family, and his people.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that we
celebrate today could have turned out to be
just another African-American who would have
had to learn to be happy with what he had,
and what he was allowed.

But he learned to use his imagination and
his dreams to see right through those “White
Only” signs—to see the reality that all men,
and women, regardless of their place of origin,
their gender, or their creed, are created equal.

Through his studies, Dr. King learned that
training his mind and broadening his intellect
effectively shielded him from the demoralizing
effects of segregation and discrimination.

Dr. King was a dreamer. His dreams were
a tool through which he was able to lift his
mind beyond the reality of his segregated so-
ciety, and into a realm where it was possible
that white and black, red and brown, and all
others live and work alongside each other and
prosper.

But the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
not an idle daydreamer. He shared his visions
through speeches that motivated others to join
the nonviolent effort to lift themselves from
poverty and isolation and create a new Amer-
ica where equal justice and institutions were
facts of life.

In the Declaration of Independence in 1776,
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all Men are Cre-
ated Equal.”

At that time and for centuries to come, Afri-
can-Americans were historically, culturally, and
legally excluded from inclusion in that declara-
tion.

Dr. King’'s “I Have a Dream” Speech, deliv-
ered 51 years ago, on August 28, 1963, was
a clarion call to each citizen of this great na-
tion that we still hear today.

His request was simply and eloquently con-
veyed—he asked America to allow of its citi-
zens to live out the words written in its Dec-
laration of Independence and to have a place
in this nation’s Bill of Rights.

The 1960s were a time of great crisis and
conflict. The dreams of the people of this
country were filled with troubling images that
arose like lava from the nightmares of violence
and the crises they had to face, both domesti-
cally and internationally.

It was the decade of the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis, the Vietnam War, and the assassinations
of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Mal-
colm X, Presidential Candidate Robert Ken-
nedy, and the man we honor here today.

Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream helped us
turn the corner on civil rights.

It started with a peaceful march for suffrage
that started in Selma, Alabama on March 7,
1965—a march that ended with violence at the
hands of law enforcement officers as the
marchers crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge.

But the dream did not die there.

Dr. King led the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
begun with Rosa Parks, that lasted for 381
days, and ended when the United States Su-
preme Court ruled that it was unconstitutional
to discriminate on account of race in the field
of interstate public transportation.

Dr. King used nonviolent tactics to protest
against Jim Crow laws in the South and he or-
ganized and led demonstrations for desegre-
gation, labor and voting rights.

When the life of Dr. Martin Luther King was
stolen from us, he was still a very young man,
only 39 years old.
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People remember that Dr. King died in
Memphis, but few remember why he was
there.

On that fateful day in 1968 Dr. King came
to Memphis to support a strike by the city’s
sanitation workers.

The sanitation workers there had recently
formed a chapter of the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Employees to
demand better wages and working conditions.

But the city refused to recognize their union,
and when the 1,300 employees walked off
their jobs the police broke up the rally with
mace and police batons.

It was then that union leaders invited Dr.
King to Memphis.

Despite the danger he might face entering
such a volatile situation, it was an invitation he
could not refuse.

Not because he longed for danger, but be-
cause the labor movement was intertwined
with the civil rights movement for which he
had given up so many years of his life.

The death of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., will never overshadow his life.

That is his legacy as a dreamer and a man
of action.

It is a legacy of hope, tempered with peace.
It is a legacy not quite yet fulfilled.

| hope that Dr. King's vision of equality
under the law is never lost to us, who in the
present, toil in times of unevenness in our
equality.

For without that vision—without that
dream—we can never continue to improve on
the human condition.

For those who have already forgotten, or
whose vision is already clouded with the fog of
complacency, | would like to recite the immor-
tal words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.:

I have a dream that one day on the red
hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and
the sons of former shareholders will be able
to sit down together at the table of brother-
hood.

I have a dream that one day even the State
of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the
heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis
of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the color of their skin, but
for the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day down in Ala-
bama with its vicious racists, with its Gov-
ernor having his lips dripping with words of
interposition and nullification—one day
right there in Alabama, little black boys and
black girls will be able to join hands with lit-
tle white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley
shall be exalted, every hill and mountain
shall be made low, the rough place will be
made plain and the crooked places will be
made straight, and the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.

Dr. King’'s dream did not stop at racial
equality; his ultimate dream was one of human
equality and dignity.

Dr. King believed that freedom and justice
was the birthright of every individual in Amer-
ica.

It is for us, the living, to continue that fight
today and forever, following in the great spirit
that inspired the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.
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HONORING KYLE EAN LONG

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Kyle Ean Long, who was
born in Sacramento on June 14, 1987, and
died on January 10, 2015, at the very young
age of 27. Kyle, the son of James and Tina
Long, was born and raised in Sacramento, at-
tended local public schools, and was a grad-
uate of California State University, Sac-
ramento.

| have known Kyle for three years, begin-
ning when came to work in my California Cap-
itol office in January of 2012 as an intern. Kyle
swiftly became known as “Sunshine” for his
positive attitude and infectious happiness. Kyle
then worked for Assemblymember Tony Men-
doza. After his work in the Assembly, Kyle
worked for me as a Legislative Aide for two
years as an integral team member, a role that
he thrived in.

Kyle was dependable and resourceful team
member. As a college student, Kyle worked
diligently towards a career in public policy.
While attending college at Sacramento State
University, Kyle honed his extraordinary peo-
ple skills at Chicory Coffee in Sacramento,
and became a familiar face to those working
in the State Legislature. Kyle was a master of
working with people of all backgrounds and of
bringing people together.

Kyle’s passion for public policy and his en-
thusiasm for bringing people together made
him a highly effective Legislative Aide. During
his tenure in the State Legislature, Kyle suc-
cessfully steered bills through the legislative
process that helped to provide counseling
services for rape victims, to keep pesticides
out of California schools, to provide school
supplies for homeless children, and to close
loopholes to keep drunk drivers off of the
roads.

In addition to being a valued colleague, Kyle
was an important member of the State Senate
family, a beloved friend, and an integral mem-
ber of the community. Kyle made sure to have
dinner with his grandmother every Tuesday,
was always there to support his friends, and
was looked up to by his two siblings and many
cousins.

Kyle was a committed public servant who
considered his public policy work a privilege
and took on his responsibilities with a strong
sense of duty. He was a dependable, re-
sourceful team player who was a beloved col-
league with a bright future ahead of him.
Kyle’s tragic loss is inexplicable, and | send
my deepest condolences to his family, friends,
and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the extraordinary life of Kyle Long.
The world is a brighter and better place be-
cause of him.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | regrettably
missed votes on January 13, 2015. Had |
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been present | would have voted “No” on Roll
Call 20, “No” on Roll Call 21, and, “Yes” on
Roll Call 22, “No” on Roll Call 23, “Yes” on
Roll Call 24, “Yes” on Roll Call 25, “Yes” on
Roll Call 26, “Yes” on Roll Call 27, and “No”
on Roll Call 28.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | was necessarily
absent on January 6th, as | was attending the
funeral of former New York Governor Mario
Cuomo. Had | been present | would have
voted in the following manner:

Roll Call #1 Present.

Roll Call #2 For Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI for Speaker.

Roll Call #3 No on Tabling the Motion to
Refer.

Roll Call #4 No on Ordering the Previous
Question.

Roll Call #5 Yes on the Motion to Commit
with Instructions.

Roll Call #6 No on Adopting Rules for the
114th Congress.

Roll Call #7 Yes on H.R. 22, the Hire More
Heroes Act of 2015.

DOLLY MAE NAVE

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Dolly Nave, who passed away on De-
cember 23, 2014, at her home in San Rafael,
California. As a dedicated community orga-
nizer and leader, Ms. Nave helped to trans-
form recreational facilities in the City of San
Rafael for the benefit of countless Marin
County residents.

In the 1980s, on behalf of Ms. Nave’s eight
children and the children in the local commu-
nity, Ms. Nave rallied the support of local con-
tractors and volunteers to donate the equip-
ment, labor, and funding necessary to breathe
new life into public schools and city-owned
recreation fields and facilities. Ms. Nave con-
tinued to improve recreational facilities
throughout her life, and founded the Marin
Bocce Federation in Albert Park, San Rafael.

Ms. Nave was a skillful community leader
who processed the necessary organizational
skills to always put the pieces in place and get
the job done. She was the project manager for
the construction of Marin Community Fields in
Larkspur and was in the forefront of numerous
projects at San Rafael High, initiating the suc-
cessful “Save Night Football” campaign. A
volunteer at Albert Park for 35 years, she be-
came known as the “Angel of Albert Park” be-
cause she was one of its foremost advocates.
In 1993, she was a founding board member
and construction chair of the Marin Bocce
Federation in Albert Park. The six bocce
courts are now used by more than 1,000 play-
ers a week.

Ms. Nave’s work did not go unnoticed, and
her longstanding commitment to the others
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was recognized by numerous awards including
San Rafael Citizen of the Year, the Marv
Lechner Award from San Rafael High, and
Woman of the Year for California’s Third Sen-
ate District in 1991. She was also one of the
first women to be inducted into the Marin Ath-
letic Foundation High School Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, Dolly Nave’s selfless efforts
have benefited countless residents of San
Rafael and Marin County. Her legacy will not
soon be forgotten as her accomplishments
can be seen all around the City of San Rafael.
It is therefore appropriate that we pay tribute
to her today and express our deepest condo-
lences to her husband, Rich; three sons, Rich-
ard Jr., Paul and Tom; and three daughters,
Sheri, Kathy and Patti; as well as her forty-two
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

———————

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 9, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak about the Keystone XL Pipeline Project
and the legislation before us, H.R. 3.

Mr. Speaker, the Keystone XL project pro-
posed by TransCanada, a Canadian company,
would build new pipeline to transport Alberta
oil sands crude and crude oil produced in
North Dakota and Montana to a market hub in
Nebraska, and from there to Gulf Coast refin-
eries.

The proposed pipeline would deliver an esti-
mated 830,000 barrels of oil per day. One of
the most appealing aspects of the project is
the positive economic impact it is expected to
have on the economy.

Let me just take one state’s economy and
realize what would happen with this particular
effort. There would be a $2.3 billion invest-
ment in the Texas economy, creating more
than 50,000 jobs in the Houston area, pro-
viding $48 million in state and local tax reve-
nues, and increasing the gross domestic prod-
uct of the state by $1.9 billion.

| favor the job creation potential of the Key-
stone XL Pipeline project, and voted accord-
ingly less than a month and a half ago, on No-
vember 14, which was H.R. 5682. Yet the leg-
islation contains several provisions that are of
great concern to me which | feel inclined to
address.

First, because the pipeline would cross an
international border, construction requires a
presidential permit and would be subject to
applicable state laws and permitting require-
ments.

To issue a presidential permit, the State De-
partment, after consulting with other federal
agencies and providing opportunities for public
comment, must determine that the project
would serve the national interest.

Because the Keystone XL project would
constitute a major federal action with a poten-
tially significant environmental impact, it is also
subject to environmental impact statement re-
quirements of the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA).

The bill, however, declares that a presi-
dential permit is not required for approval of
the Keystone XL pipeline’s northern route from
the Canadian border through Nebraska even
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though the project crosses an international
border. This is unprecedented.

Second, H.R. 3 deems that environmental
impact statements issued to date would be
considered sufficient to satisfy all requirements
of the NEPA and the Endangered Species
Act.

As a senior member of the Committee on
the Judiciary, | have a problem with “deem-
ing” something done that has not been done
in fact.

Third, the bill vests exclusive jurisdiction re-
garding legal disputes over the pipeline or the
constitutionality of this bill would be granted to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia and requires claims regarding the
pipeline to be brought within 60 days of the
action that gives rise to the claim.

It is unduly burdensome to require ag-
grieved parties to bear the considerable ex-
pense and hardship of traveling from their
homes in North or South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Oklahoma, or Texas to Washington,
DC to vindicate their legal rights.

Mr. Speaker, | also believe the bill before
could have been improved had amendments
been made in order.

For example, two proposed amendments,
one from a Democrats and one Republican,
making oil sands petroleum eligible to pay an
excise tax into the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
and another splitting revenue generated by the
pipeline’s construction between DOE’s energy
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efficiency and renewable energy research and
deficit reduction, were not made-in-order.

Had the bill been subject to amendment and
the amendments offered in the Rules Com-
mittee been made in order and approved, the
bill before us would be improved markedly.

And Mr. Speaker, as the Leader of this
body, you are well-aware that when amend-
ments are made-in-order, the rank-and-file can
at least feel that they had a say in the process
but when a Closed Rule is put forth—it does
not stoke optimism about the legislative proc-
ess for the 114th Congress.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 18
on Monday, January 12th, 2015, my son un-
derwent emergency surgery for appendicitis.
For that reason, | was unable to travel to
Washington, DC, in time for floor votes. Had
| been present, | would have voted “Yea.”

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-

E73

tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
January 15, 2015 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JANUARY 20
2:30 p.m.

Committee on Commerce,

Transportation
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider committee rules, and an original
resolution authorizing expenditures by
the committee during the 114th Con-

gress.

Science, and

SR-253
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